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midsize hot list

Good things, it seems, come in midsize packages. We asked our readers to nominate 

law firms with between 51 and 150 attorneys and that excel at deal making,  litigation, 

counseling and other legal services. The 20 firms we highlight this week do all that and 

more—they also have demonstrated creative strategies that keep them competitive against 

much larger law firms. They build cultures that attract and retain top talent. And they take 

pains to understand and serve their clients’ needs. 
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Nossaman llp State and local transportation officials have long 
turned to Nossaman LLP for help getting road, rail 
and other large-scale projects funded and built. Since 
the early 1990s, the firm has advised dozens of public 
agencies across the country on innovative financing and 
construction agreements with the private sector, known 
as public-private partnerships.

“It’s a critical practice, because there’s tremendous 
need for infrastructure development—both new and 
rebuilding infrastructure—and there’s no money,” 
said Nossaman LLP managing partner George Joseph. 
“There’s a lot of opportunity and a lot of need.”

Infrastructure work generates as much as 30 percent 
of the firm’s revenue. That expertise creates new 
client opportunities, Joseph said, especially for “social 
infrastructure” such as college campuses and criminal 
justice facilities. Infrastructure clients also turn to the 
firm for other work, such as environmental matters or 
public policy lobbying, he said.

Last year, Nossaman LLP served as the lead adviser to 
the Florida Department of Transportation on the state’s 
$2.3 billion I-4 Ultimate Project, which will involve the 
reconstruction and maintenance of 21 miles of roads 
and bridges. It was the largest public-private partnership 
transaction of its kind to date. 

The firm successfully argued in court on behalf of 
the city and county of Honolulu, which faced legal 
challenges to construction of a 20-mile rail project. In 
February 2014, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit affirmed a lower court ruling dismissing the 
challenge, allowing construction to proceed.

Nossaman LLP’s depth of experience on infrastructure 
is due in part to its focus on lateral hires, Joseph said, 
as opposed to bringing in recent law school graduates 
(although it does that, too.) “What we don’t tend to do 
is ask clients to spend great amounts of money training 
lawyers,” he said.

—Zoe Tillman

firm facts: 
  Year founded: 1942
  Headquarters: Los Angeles  
  Total attorneys: 145  
  Partners: 94    Associates: 40
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